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PAROLE AS A METHOD OF TREATIUG DSLINQUENCY 


William A. Weilsou reminds us that "no matter 
how well descended or how carefully guarded boys and 
girls may be, crises and dilemmas will arise woich need 
wise counsel and tactful treatment. Yhese problems 
normally arise in the passage from childhood to the 
adult stage and care must be taken to avoid unhappiness 

1 
at this time and more serious consequences later." 
A consideration of this statement will lead us to agree 
with Douglas Thom when he writes, "the mental health, 
‘moral stamina, aud total personal efficiency which the 
adolescent acquires during the process of growing up 
must necessarily be the result of his intimate relation- 
Ships with those with whom he comes into coutact in his 


every day life. It is the general attitude of the 


parents and teachers and the atmosphere of tne home and 
school on which youth is dependent for the essential 
equipment to make his future happy and Meek 

Our special consideration is for those particular 
children for whom these crises prove too much a strain 


lI. Weililson, W. A., lutroduction to sormal Youth and Its 
Every Day Pr Problems, by Douglas A. Thom.” 
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&. Thom, Douglas A., Normal Youth and Its a i bay 
Problems, pp. 9-10. 
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or for whom there are no satisfying relatiouships. 


These are the childrea woo for various reasous choose 


or fall iato delinquent beanavior as a result of these 
life situations. 

fhe juvenile delinquent is one who commits 
offenses against the law which, if committed by adulis, 
would be punished by imprisonment or fine. fruancy, 
running away, and incorrigibility at home are obviously 
juvenile offenses. Immorality, stealing, vandalism 


are not necessarily juvenile offenses but they form a 


large part of the charges against juveniles, 

There never was a time eee society presented 
less in the way of solid dogmatic precepts for the 
adolescent to follow than the present. Within the 


radius of a few city blocks one may find several churches 


— ~~ 


of various creeds, @ children's aid society, an apart- 
ment house given over largely to prostitution, a ci ty 
jail, the headquarters for the control of social 
diseases, a YWCA, and a maternity home for unmarried 
mothers. 

It is evident that a child's delinquency may be 
due to @ multiplicity of causative factors, each spring- 
ing from some diverse social and personal situations, 


but we may ask, “with the same complex processes and the 


same personality traits yesterday or last week, drink- 


ing, or conflict, or poverty are not associated with 


misbehavior. Why should it today"? Undoubtedly there 
wags a long build-up, but what precipitated the crisis 
today? 

"In any case, amid all the tangle of accessory, 
factors, some single circumstance not infrequently 
stands out as the most prominent or the most influen- | 
tial. Often, as we have sean, it can definitely be 
established that the child in question showed no delin- | 
quent tendeucies until the year of some unfortunate 
event, an illness, a new demoralizing friendship, death 


or remarriage of a parent, the emergence within the 


| 
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growing child himself of some fresh interest or iastinct 
---some dated crises of this kind has often ascertainably 
preceded, and perhaps has plainly precipitated, his 
first violation ofthe law." 

Since maladjustment and delinquency have to do 
With social situations as well as personal traits, then 
these problems have to be cousidered from two points of 
attack, the individual and the social. 

The effects of conflict of culture, of deteri- 
orating areas, of slums, inadequate play space, unsuit- 
able School programs, limited opportunities for proper 


employment are some of the complex social problems 


I. Burt. « 


- Burt, Cyril Tas Young Delinquent, pp. 575-576. 


contributing to the delinquency of the girls to be 
studied. 

However, numerous difficulties are encountered 
Whenever any thorough attempt is made to alleviate 
these social evils, despite the fact that many workers 
are concentrating on small infested areas in tae aope 
of speeding wide-spread sound aad fundamental metnods 
of social justice and social reorganization, 

Other workers are attacking the problem of de- 
linquenacy from the individual angle. These caseworkers 
believe that it is easier to reconstruct human person- 
ality than to change or rebuild the social and economic 
order, 

It seems hardly unecessary to point out the fact 
that there are organizing as well as disorganizing 


elements in the existing social order. Mherefore it 


is the duty of the caseworker to bring the delincuent 


into contact with some of the organizing forces. Since 
ali families and their children cannot be removed from 
the social ills, then the individual must be helped to 
adjust himself to the existing social order, abaormal 
as it may be. wWevertheless, ia some instaaces, a more 
Suitable environment is aecessary and possible. 

Parole is one of the casework methods aimed at 


helping the delinquent to find himself in the existing 


Sevos Areamtad becadmittedy thatiitis aform.a? treat- | 
ment coming late in the course of the ehild's disor- 
ganization. With our present imperfect understanding 
of all causative factors in human behavior failure on 
parole is inevitable in certain instences. 

By the time the child reaches the parole stege 
he has hsd one or more court sessions, possibly a | 
period of probation, @ commitment to an institution and 
@ perioa of training in that institution. All these 

| measures have been taken to impress him with the idea 


| of society against the offender, and to check his 
| delinquent tendencies. Usually the child goes on parole 


with a deep feeling of remorse, resentment, or at least 


bewilderment. itthus we see the child's experiences and 
attitudes render treatment by parole difficult. 


The parole system in Massachusetts is separate 


from but closely allied to the training schools. fas 


philosophy behind this separation lies in the belief 


that "the object of parole is to help the paroled 


person to become re-absorbed in the community aad both 
1 
court and institution are instruments of segregation." 


There is an unpaid board of trustees which has 


charge of two schools for boys, one for girls, and two 


I. Burleigh, Bdith N. and Frances R. Harris, The 
Delinquent Girl, p. 117. ane 


parole branches, one for boys and one for girls. All 
of these sections constitute the Division of Juvenile 
Training of the Department of Public Welfare. ‘he 
Superintendents of the two branches are responsible 
directiy to the Trustees. for 
boys aftter.they Leave.the schools. 

Under the Superintendent of the Girl's Branch 
there are thirteen agents, called visitors, and an 
adequate secretarial staff. The duties of the visitors 
are yaried.. One, the .inyastigator, does all the 
Lnwestigation of the girl's family, home, neighborhood, 
school, delingquancies, and work, if any. the Placement 
Supervisor finds homes where girls may do house work 
for wages or go to school. Another has charge of all 
school girls. Still another is the Hospital Visitor 
who has charge of all girls needing medical attention. 
All the others are given districts and do the visiting 
and follow-up work with the girls while they remain 
On parole. 


The first consideration for the treatmut of the | 


girls on parole has to be a home which will offer 
adequate protection and opportunity for development. 
if these cannot be secured in her own home then another 


home has to be sought for her. After 


fo 


thorough 


secondary investigation of the home the Trustees decide 


whether the girl will be paroled home immediately from 


cai es —— ——— t 


the School or to a wage home that has been carefully 
selected. Often a girl is allowed to go nome after a 
period of parole in @ wage home. this, nowever, depends 
upoa a close study of the aeeds of the girl and the 
possibilities of the home. 

This study is made for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the effectiveness of parole. Several factors will 
necessarily condition the process: 1) the girl's own 
personal resources and attitudes; 2) the availability 
and use of community resources; 3) the relatiouship 
between her and her family and her employers; 4) the 
relationship between her and her visitor. 

Because of the time limitations only twenty cases 
were studied. Yhey represent an unbiased selection and 
may be considered a fair cross-section of the colored 
girls handled by the agency. All the girls were off 
parole at the time of the study. Five visitors were 
asked to recall from memory some of their tormer caarges. 
An average of four girls was taken from each visitor. 

Of course no general, statistical conclusions cana 
be drawn from such a limited study, but indication of | 
specific results can be seen from these particular cases, 

A. was committed to the Industrial School at 


the age of 13 yr. 2mo. on a charge of Breaking and 


Batering in the Day Time. 


= Le aes a ae ee | 


She was the 3rd. of 7 children, one of which was 
dead; the last two were half-siblings. One brother was 
in truant school and had given much trouble in the 
ud chh ohne dt Two sisters were married; one had married 
St l4vyre%while* still in school. The mother had to 
some extent encouraged the marriage. 

Bight years before her commitment the girl's 


father had died in the South and four years after his 


death the family had moved to Boston. The mother had 
married again and she and the step-father were seem 
fhe mother had &@ very poor reputation; her 


youngest child was illegitimate and the putative father 


was @ @l1 yr. old boy who was contributing to the sup- 
pert of the child... Phere were ‘several other man callers 
at the house. ‘he mother was reported to be lazy and 
careless generally; she neglected her children morally 
and physically; she worked irregularly by the day. 

fhe untidy house was badly in need of repair 
and in a poor neighborhood, 

A. was in the Sth grade when committed, she had 
repeated the 4th. She did house work after school and 


gave the money she earned to her mother. 


She had had practically no training whatever in 
social development and her conduct reflected this lack, 


She was easily influenced and subject to the will of 


her companions; she was always in an agreeable mood for 
any little escapade suggested by them. She was very | 
frequently the only one who suffered under these cir- 
cumstances, but this fact did not enter deeply enough 
Go have ner overcome her delinquent tendencies. added 
to her own disposition was tae fact that aer mother 
spent no time at all in supervising or cautioning her 
against anti-social bahavior. She lisd protectively 
and stole whenever the suggestion was launched, she 
truanted from school and spent her time around the 
Streets. While a very young girl she was out quite 
late at night although she never remained away from 
home all night. She had had no contact with boys; 

her associations were limited to girls. 

With two other girls she had stolen jewelry and 
clothing to the amount of $271.50. Her mother gave 
her a severe beating for this. The three girls forced 
an entrance to an apartment on the second floor of a | 
house on two successive days. Being afraid to come | 
down stairs, they took tnem to the roof, tied a rope 
around them aud let them down to the street where oue 
of the girls received them. A woman who lived iu the 
apartment house discovered them and questioned then. 
&. claimed she told the truth. Aa officer was called; 


she repeated her story; the other girls denied it and 


were supported by their mothers. 

When her background was brougnt out in court it 
was deemed advisable to remove her from this environ- | 
ment and she was committed to the Industrial School 
where she remained for 2 yr. 10 mo. 

Superintendent's report: Course completed with 
no interference. Dull normal intelligence. "A very 
eapablie girl. Is a good cook; this work comes very 
easily and naturally. Esa quiet;  lady-like girl, but 
very sensitive. Has been honest and dependable. Is 
neat, @ willing worker, has reason and works intelli- 


eautay. i Should profitimueh by further opportunities." 


Matron's report: “Quite trustworthy and depend- 
able ina general way, always respectful and helpful 
where she can be. Appeared interested and thoughtful 
about her work. Took quita a bit of respoasibility in 
small things. Phis girl should do well in surroundings 
where she could have further training, mental aad 


physical." Even disposition and got along with other 


girls usually. Did not lie or steal. Clean. Attentive 


to housework and school work as well. Fond of reading. 
o 


Respectful toward religion. 


Principal's report: Conduct in classes, good. 


She is doing satisfactory school work at the present 


time, 


"A much better attitude than she had last year." 


ey ius a 
Viet rh 


She was paroled to a wage home where the employer | 
traated her as a servant and was uasympathetic. At 
this time her mother was in a hospital suffering from 


cancer. A. wept constantly and refused to eat. She. 


Glaimed she heard voices and was afraid of ghosts. Her 
mother died in a few months and she was even more tear- 
ful and upset. She was allowed to stay two weeks with 
her sister after her mother's death. ‘This home was in 
a very disreputable part of the city and the visit 
proved further upsetting. She acquired @ boy friend 

who had three sisters at the Industrial School and who 
the office felt was not the typs of mao for her to have 


as a steady associate. She was placed in a second home | 


where the people were more kindly and her work was more 


satisfactory. One day she decided to go to bed and 


ra 


Stay there. At first she said she had cramps but further| 


questioning made the employer think there was a meatal 


Condition. She would write many lengthy letters, quot- 
ing the Bible and prayers, to her visitor. She insisted 
| upon returning to the School and said she did not want 
to stay in the place. 

Because of her constant weeping and upset condi- 


tion she was sent to tha Psychopathic Hospital for 


Observation, The physical examination at the Hospital 


Showed A. to be much undernourished and underdeveloped. 


fhe mental examination justified a diagnosis of™mental | 
deficiency without psychosis, condition not insane." 

I% was suggested "that she be tried again in a foster 
home where it would be understood that she had a 

limited intelligence. She should do well if trained to 
do gome. simple job under supervision with a privilege 

to» visit.her own family frequently." 

She was placed with a relative and allowed to 
attend Trade School. Her anemia was treated, but there 
was still mueh crying. Some moaths later her relative | 
refused. to keep her longer because she was visiting a | 
disorderly house. <A. reported that this cousin sold | 
liquor and beat her often. She was returasd to the 
q School as she was much undernourished. | 

Six months later she was placed again; she had 
greatly improved in spirits, gained in weight and did 
well for a while. Her employer arranged for her to 
attend church and she seemed to be getting along well 
except that she was always afraid of something. Several 
months later she attempted suicide twice by drinking 


water in which matches had been soaked and by drinking 


iodine. She was placed ina boarding home for a while 
4 where she improved some, then she was placed again, 


iu this home she mistook two friends of the employer's 


husband for burglars, jumped from a second floor window, 


mr, ee?) 


Galled police and help from strangers. several months 
later A. began writing letters to the Judge who had 
committed her, asking for her freedom or to be allowed 
to go home on probation. She said she wanted to die if 
she could not have her freedom. About the same time 
she began visiting her sister who had a bad reputation 
and other friends without permission. She was still 
eating too little and afraid of ghosts. One year after 
being placed in this home she ran away. She was found 
@ month later living with another paroled girl and two 
men. She was taken to court on a charge of Fornication. 
She explained that she had been late leaving her sister's 
house, had feared reproof from her employer and had 
followed the girl's suggestion that they live together. 
After that she had not dared to return. She was much 
thinner than before. s5he was returned to the School 
for discipline and building up, 

After seven more months she was paroled to a 


boarding home and allowed to: seek her own employment, 


and make daily reports to the office... Her health was 
much better and she appeared more stable. Another wage 
home was found for her, but she became surly, defiant, 
and worked unwillingly. Her employer reproved her for 
looking in a desk; she indignantly denied any intention 


to steal and began another long series of weeping spells, 


| 


| 
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She became defiant cana Goma control. Her .emplayer 
complained that A. aeglected her work, did not keep 
herself clean, oie med away from home late at night. 

She was removed and placed in another home. 

The work here was very hard and A. was not 
strong enough to do it. Before another place could be 
found she ran away leaving a note saying she was going 
Fo another city to be married. The police of that city 
were notified but she was seen several times in Boston 
in. the company of her sister. ‘The police searched 

| many houses, and kept a sharp look out for her and several 

| 

| Other paroled girls with whom she was seen but no trace 
Giictham could be found. Finally, a year later, she was 
found. She admitted having lived with a man and having 


la 


gone with him out of the State to visit his family as 
his wife. j 
she was returned to the School for discipline 
and within a month had run from there with 0. Five 
months later she was found in jail ona charge o£ Edie 
and Disorderly Conduct. The police had taken her from 
@ house of ill fame with another girl ae two men, She 
was committed to the Reformatory for Women. 
iouterpretation: This girl had come from a family 


of very lax standards. MThe step-father had deserted 


if and the mother had been unable to take care of her 


family. She was more interested in her affairs than 
She was in her children. She was probably so dis- 
Gouraged that she sought relief in indifference and 
associations With men, 

Mabe dissorgani vation, lack of training, and her 
Suggestibility probably had much to do with A's delin- 
quencies. 

When she was’ paroled her mother's illness, her 
Superstitions, and her unfortunate placement made her 
most unhappy. Her malingering and constant weeping 
are suggestive of mental illness. There is a possibi- 
lity that her unhealthy, undernourished condition 
increased this feeling of de jection and frustration. 
Although she was given medical care and changed from 
place to place her mental condition continued to be 
disturbed and thereby made a happy adjustment impossible 

She wanted to be with her family and her friends 
but they had a bad influence over her; her choices of 
friends were unwise and her family was not the type 
to give her wholesome railed ons hips 

With her mental and pnysical boomdnh om as it was 
and her conduct disorders, one wonders if this girl were 


not a constitutionally inferior personality. 


B. Was committed to the Industrial School at 


the age of 14 yr. 9 mo. on &@ charge of Stubboraness. 


She was the second of three children. The 


father was cruel, abusive, 


He) 
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parents were divorced; tl 
and neglectful. Whe mother was a fine, capable woman, 
cooperative and intelligent. She was working hard to 
bring up ‘the children. Yhe family was receiving aid 
and the older daughter had stopped school to go to work. 

B.. was in the Sth grade and had repeated the 
hourth... fhe isehool reported, “most of the time she was 
disobedient or slow to obey. Sometimes alert, sometimes 
bored," 

This girl had been immoral for about & year, 
receiving money. She was associating with bad com- 
panions, and had left home for for about 2 weeks. Her 
mother took her to court where she was placed on 
probation. water she and some frieuds were caugnt 
stealing some articles in a store. As she was already 
on probation she was committed to tne School. 

She remained there 1 yr. 6 mo. 

Superintendent's report: Course completed with 
no interference. Dull normal rata arias 6a "A capable 
girl. Always appears neat regardless of what she is 
doing. Good worker, cooks well. Works intelligently, 
is alert. Inclined to be self-satisfied." 

Matron's report: A very capable girl. Kitchen 


work done well. Did good academic work. Very good 


16 


singer. Strong points of character; diplomacy, ambition, 
very neat thorough in what she undertakes to ade. Weak 
points: is of a sarcastic mature which spoiled her good 
qualities. Wakes responsibility. Not always gooa 
tempered, temper aroused by reprimands or criticism. 
Lies to avoid blame, does not steal. Not low minded. 
Aspires to he ia, Leader. AS e& rule, held. harself aloeolt 
from .ahe, other girls. "A good @all-around girl, chose 
good books, Sings, very interested in religious sub pects. 
A girl who has ambition to do well and rate high in all 
things. Often felt she had a great deal to contend with 
owing to temperament; as a rule a well behaved, obedient 
ere), ot 

Principal's report: Conduct in class usually 
good. "She did not make the effort she should in school 
although she did show improvement in her attitude." 

Medical report revealed a bad mouth condition; 
teeth very loose. 

She was paroled to a wage home where she did well 
bus had to be removed because of her-employer's illness. 
Following this there were several Saneiceen ekeda but she 

eturned usually to her former place. At times she was 
defiant and disrespectful and needed extremely firm 
Supervision. She was suffering from a puzzling mouth 


condition and it was suggested that sone aave all her 


teeth extracted; both she and her mother refused to 
consider this. 
Rhouts aeysar caudiavhalfiafterrher first parole 


she ran to her mother who had excited the girl by 


telling her she was working for such low wages and 


Should be. paid more. She was tried in another. place 


but five months later she ran away. She went to her 


mother's home that night under the influence of liquor. 
fhe mother proved most uncooperative; she allowed 

B. to do as she pleased, knew where she was living, 

but would not notify the office. fhree months later 

B. was found working as a cashier in a restaurant. 

She seemed much the worse for her runsway; she had no 

clothes, was in a poor condition physically, and had 

| seven front! teeth extracted, She was found to have 

been living with @ blind man and admitted immorality 

with others. She was returned to the School for 

discipline and treatme ut. 
after nine months she was paroled to her mother. 

She found occasional work aud her conduct was fair. 

she soon found a permanent job working fax and under- 

taker. ~S5a@ Jiked the work and took am interest in’ it 

and herself. In the meantime, her mother had become 

more cooperative and their home was much improved. 


Except for a rather erratic disposition B. was reported 


as doing well. 


Lg 


She worked at this place a year and a half, took 


good care of herself and became quite a dignified young 


lady. Plans were made for giving her an Honorable 

Discharge. Just at this time, however, she was arrested 

for drunkenness, placed in jail, and given a year's | 
| 


probation. A few days later she became of a 


oO 
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Qe The | 


employer allowed her to return despite her trouble and 


she was last heard from working at the same place. 
Interpretation: A girl from a broken home that 

was financially inadequate. Because of circumstances 

the mother could not administer the proper care and 

Supervision. Her larceny aud prostitution were attempts 

to get the things she wanted and that her family was 

unsbple to provide forher. Her delinquencies ina way 


eounter-balanced the deprivations she suffered at home, 


Her painful, embarrassing mouth condition had 
mueh to do with her restlessness and bad disposi tion 
While on parole. She had little self-control and will 
power. She was excited and pleased with each new place 
but she soon lost interest. Her mother's attitude also | | 

| 
increased her dissatisfaction. | 
| Just as success brings encouragement and deter- | | 
mination to try again so does failure bring ind ifference,| | 


hopelessness, and discouragement. There were many 
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iapses in her conduct during parole but she always begaa 


her struggle again with renewed vigor. Although B. did 


not win an Honorable bDischarge, as she matured, she 


gained in self-control aud stability. As her employment 
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proved more successful and ing her interest.in 


herself and life iacreased. 


G. was committed at sixteen years and six months 
on) a.Stubborn, Ghild: charge. She was an only, illegiti- 


bad reputation. at two 


p 


mate child whose mother had 
weeks old, ©. was placed in a family in Boston by her 
mother, fhe man of this family was living out of 
wedlock aad the women succeeded one another in rapid 
succession. Gs. was six years old when the last one 
died. ¢. was removed by her mother and placed in 
another home. She lived in this home for eight and 
ome-half years. Then. she was found truanting from 


school, brought to court by the §.P.C.€., found ne 


lected and committed to the Division of Child Guardian- 
Ship. .Har mother than took her ‘to Springfield where she 
lived with her mother and her step-father for nine 
months. 

Her mother had always snirked the responsibility 
of the child... Her father had done nothing for her. 
Her mother and step-father, who was blind, were both 
suffé¢ring from advanced stages of neuro-syphilis. 


G. was -in the second year of high school when 


I 


she left to go to work. She did some petty stealing, 
was out late at night, and associated with bad com- 
panions, Her mother. could not control her at all, 
so brought her to court. Upon examination she was 
found to be of dull normal intelligence, grossly 
untruthful, and with an entire lack of moral sense 
which was largely caused by the conditions under which 
she had been living. 

She remained in the Industrial School one year 
and eight months. 

Superintendent's report: Course completed, 
no interference by conduct, mentality or health. 
Normal intelligence. "CC. is a very capable, keen, and 
industrious» girl. »-She earries herself well, but she 
is secretive and willful at times. Her conduct and 
attitude, however, have been good. Doubt if she will 
make the effort to stand up against difficulties for 
the sake of her future." 

Matroa's report: Did well in all housework. 
Strong points of character; capability and quiet 
disposition. Weak points; Yoo willing 60 be influenced 
by narrow associations. Takes responsibility. Good 
tempered. Does not steal or lie. Clean about person 
and room. Not low-minded. A follower. Makes close 


friends of one or two girls and is greatly swayed by 


al 


them, Prank. Does not need supervision in her work. 
Sound girleis alivery orderly. girl, willing: to gonnagatat 
in the best way and does every thing quietly and well. 
i believe’ she will» continue to do so away from school 


i£f-in proper environment." 


Principal's .reperte pend year high. Work 
averages Bt, Gonduct in classes good. Has improved 
much in reliability. Was a very sly and unadernamed 


girl at first. Doing well in school and takes pride 


in work well done. English not so good as other 
sub jects; lack of training and background. Both | 
grammar and spelling are faulty. Nervous and self- | 
eousecious when reciting. | 

she was first paroled to a wage home where | 
she made @ good adjustment. Her mother seldom wrote 
although C. wrote to her every week. At the church 


She attended she accidently met her father who was 


permitted to have her visit his family. Her father 


up for his former neglect. She was allowed to visit 


her father's family and soon became a loved, recog- 


| 
. 
: 
) 
visited her often and seemed to be trying to make 
nized member. C. was saucy and careless about her 
work occasionally, but remained at the same place. 
fhree years after her parole she was permitted to 


have her aame changed to that of her father's. Siuce | 


She had almost reached age limit she was allowed to 


go to New York to study Hairdressing. Money she had 
saved while working and a previous bank account paid 
for her course of training. She lived at the Y.W.C.a. 
and was still under the supervision of the department. 
Her father brought her clothes. Four months later 
she was.given an Honorable Discharge. 

Interpretatioa: C. had grown up without super- 
vision in the homes of people of low moral and social 
standing. Her early life had been without those 


relationships that exert a steadying, strengthening 


influence. Her environment wes so constantly shifting 
eal 


there was,.little chance for the establishment of 
satisfying bonds of affection, trust, and respect. 
When she went to her mother’s home she went to entire 
Sstraagers and, saw no reason why she should obey. 

the cooperative attitude her family had toward 
the office is to be commended. Although this new, 
exciting relationship was at times disquieting, for 
the most part it helped in her readjustment. fhe 
picture would havea been quite different had they been 
people whose standards and ideals were lower. MYhey 
offered her a pleasant, protective home, the personal 
interest, and the love that she needed add wanted. 
The interest and affection offered by her family con- 
plemented the protection and supervision offered by 


the parole visitor. 
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At the time of commitment she was oa probation 
| on a charge of stubborn child. She had gonorrhea aad 

arsmall tumor on her left breast. 

She remained in the Industrial School l year 
8 months. 

Superintendent's report: Course completed, 
interfered with by conduct. Dull normal intelligence. 
"Tg a bright girl and has much ability but is erratic 
and unstable. Will probably at some time need 


Scientific diagnosis." 


————— a 


Matron's report: Does housework very well when 
alone -otherge about her distract her. Weak points 
of character = erratic, unstable, nervous, not 
dependable, untruthful. She is unmoral in her attitude 
foward life. She takes no responsibility. Bad tempered 
when pressed or discovered ia some prank. Hmotional 
Over any referauce to her home and mother. QOver-seusi- 
Gave cover -colors. ihies to get rid of blame and to get 
praise. Deas nat Steal. Glean about person, untidy 
about room. Low=-minded in talk. Wot influenced by 
other girls. . Stays to herself. Likes to stay inher 
roomiand read and write stories and poems. hLives in 
her imagination. Secretive. Does not need supervision 


in work. Does not take correction well. Knunjoys music. 


Has no resources within herself. Threatens suicide. 


"D. is capable but unstable, nervous and highstrung, 
imaginative, emotional, dreamer, most untruthful and 
unreliable. Does not get on well with other girls." 
Brincapal!s«réporss .iFirst..year hi 
in English. In Sewing either very pleasant or very 
sulky: - at times will do nothing but sit and smile at 
her own thoughts and gaze into space. Capable of 
doing very neat work. Gonduct in classes; "D. has 
always been dramatic aud desirous of attention, but 
during this school year a different element has seamed 
noxenter: 20.5 (Ati times, there has) been an.a 
confusion of mind and a general mental unbalance. 


Her conversation is markedly erratic. She can do her 


school work well if she so desires. She did very well 


in all subjects the first month of this school year. 
After that, however, she decided she did not care to 
@o so as it did not give her. definite credits for her 
release from the institution. She sat in the class- 
room, but did nothing. When taken to task about it 
She stated frankly that she had no intention of doing 
anything and had no interest in anything we had to 
offer. At times she showed a manner that was rude and 
discourteous. She asked permission to stay home 
iastead of attending school in order that she might 


toink - which was granted. She has a passion for 


Writing. She writes original poems and copies others ~« 


| 
| 


learns all the popular songs she can. If forbidden | 


to have a pencil she invariably manages to secure one 
somewhere and couceals it." 
Medical report: Slides and tests ne 


preast seems apparently well. 


She was paroled home to her mother and soon got 


a CWA job in a factory. Her work was steady, but her | 
conduct and moods variable. A little more than a year 
later she was found to be seven months pregnant. 


She told a story of being picked up by a young white 


man as she left a cinema one night. This man took her | 
to his house and had intercourse with her. It was 
discovered that he was a young Jewish intern in a 


hospital in the town where she lived. She admitted | 


relations with another white man and her stories and 

dates were so conflicting neither could be held 

responsible. Sne was taken to the State Infirmary 

where the baby was born, died, and was buried. She | 

ran from the Infirmary and went to the Boston li.5.P.C.C. | 

She was placed over-night in one of their boarding 

homes. When they learned she was a paroled girl they 

turned her over to this office. She was ina very 
ugly mood and was taken to the Psychopathic Hospital | 
for observation after the Sisters had refused to keep 


her at the House of Good Shephard. the Hospital 


diagnosed her as "a conduct and personality problem - 
not insane - average intelligence." fYThey suggested a 
ehange of visitors. When she was brought back to the 
office she was vile and impudent, tore her coat to 
Shreds and had to be removed by a policeman. She was 
taken to a boarding home until plans could be com- 
pleted for sending her to her paternal grandmother as 
her mother refused to take her back. De, however, 
refused to go saying she was white, not colored. she 
was returned to the School aud &@ mouth later, because 
of gross misconduct, was transferred to the Reformatory 
for Women. 

laterpre tation; There are some subtle factors 
affecting this case. Chief among them is the confusion 
@eaused by the conflict in races. Wot only was there 
&@ mixture of white and colored but a mixture of [Irish 
and Portuguese, radically differing white and colored 
races. fhe cultures of the two races are altogether 
different.’ It seems that the only point at which these | 
parents met was their immorality. They were both 
people of low social and moral standards. 

D., though living with her mother, was con- 
sidered colored. She resented this and thought of 
herself as being white.. To increase her difficulty the 
family lived in a city with a large colored Portuguese 


population so that she was coustautly reminded of that 
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which.she wanted to forget. 

She detested her father and had no respect for 
her mother, These unnatural, couflicting emotions led 
to a neurotic condition. She began to dwell oa her 
peculiar condition in life aud tried to imagine herselt 
in happier, more satisfying circumstances. 

Her excesSive sex delinquencies may have been 
an attempt to throw off these emotions or they may have 
been an unconscious seeking of revenge. There may have 
been an unconscious or even recognized urge to hurt 
her mother. There also may have been an attempt to 
strike back at ner father through other men, It's 
almost cartain she used this means of securing those 
clothes and other wanted pleasures that her mother 
could not give her. 

While im the: School her neurotic condi tion 
increased. she lived even more in her imagination. 
yhe was tending strongly toward the psychopathic per- 
sonality. 


She was paroled home where tae atmosphere was 


none too congenial. .Her CWA work, only a few day 


m 


each week, was not absorbing. She had no strong 
religious affiliations... Hence, she sought escape again 


in satisfying sex experience. 


After the birth and death of ner baby she was 


my - 4 At a yeroni An Xha pahatlilaad oh rs - t 
almost completely disorganized. She rebelled outwardly 
as well as inwardly. Her tensions and conflicts were 
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on &@ charge of Disturbing the Peace. 


She was an illegitimate child, the 3Srd of 6 
Children. Her mother, a white woman, had been forced 
to marry a white man at the age of 14 y ars, there 
were two children by this marriage, BE. and all the 
younger children were illegitimate by a colored man. 
K's mother and step-father were separated. ‘The mother 
had been sent to the Reformatory for Women several 
times. The reputation of the maternal grand-parent was 


bad, 
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At the time of her commitme nt B. was in the "th 


the Division of Child Guardianship as a neglected child 


4 ov ears. yng was removed GO anotner ro Ssuel 10mMme nees 
“ i ie m 3 ‘. 
Soe Stay ed & months. noe ala nob LILKS LOLS Los ter 
motner Was dalsnonée st UAGLAG ALU s Te Venes LULL ainda 
> > ’ a 6] 


adestructive. She was allowed to go back to the ITormer 
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One day she make fake telephone calls which seat 


the police ambulance, the Fire Department, a bed 
Spring, an undertaker, a plumber, a doctor, aad two 
ge grocery order from different stores to the home 
had) laved in for. 8 mouth. she also sent the 
children of another family home from school in the 
middle of a school session, 

EK. insisted she did not do this and her foster 
mother said she could not have used the phone without 
being seen by some member of the family. Several 
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people, however, claim 
and it was learned she was home from school at the 
time tne calls were made. 


she remained in the School 1 year. 
The Supe riutendent's report: Course completed, 
no interference. Dull normal intelligence. "Has done 


very well. Impertinent. Variable and easily dis- 


couraged. 
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Principal's report: lst year high school, 
Average work, usually good conduct. Quick temper, but 
controls it reasonably well. Varying moods, and is the 
type of girl who needs constant bracing and encouraging. 
Inclined to become-infatuated with other girls. skather 
slow to grasp work, but once she understood she seemed 
to retain the information, 

Matronu's report: Girl is quite trustworthy, 
dependable and helpful. Strong points of character, 
stability, quite square and upright about facing 
difficulties. Does not lie or steal. Is clean, not 
leow-minded. “Usually frank. "I think this girl is well 
intentioned and wants to do right." 

She was paroled to a wage home where she did 
well, and attended chureh regularly. In a few months, 
however, she got involved with a family of poor repu- 
tation. She constantly visited her foster home- these 
visits were on the whole helpful, but sometime proved 
upsetting. At times she was dissatisfied and unhappy 
in her place after a visit. about a year later she 
Left her employer without permission and spent the night 
with some friends. She said she was tired of the 
repression and close supervision and of her employer's 
complaints of sickness. She said she wanted some 


social life. She was resentful about the State control 
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aod regulations. She met and grew very fond of a boy 
who was later sent to State Prison for "robbery and 
putting in fear". Her work went very well. She was 
loyal and devoted to her boy friend all the time he 
was in prison. She had much difficulty in making 
friends; she always expected disapproval. She showed 
Signs of mental strain for a time and her coaduct was 
disturbed - she was restless, irritable and unhappy. 
But she adjusted herself to the need of helping the 
young man, 

She was given an Honorable Discharge and con- 
tinued to work at the same job. Four months later 
She was married in the boy's home, 

interpretation; his girl came from a home of 
low standards. Until she was 8 years old she had lived| 

| 
in ano atmosphere of lax morals and family disharmony. 
Her mother's husband knew of her association with the 
colored man and there was much quarreling. Finally 
he left, taking his two children with hin. 

The foster home in which E. lived offered more 
security and pleasant family life. the foster mother 
grew very fond of HE. and was persuaded against adopting | 
H. only because of her poor health ana advancing years. | 
there was no reason given for the Change of homes but 


it is thought H. resented being moved. 
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ound work and con ibuted 


attitude toward 


deo 


resentful and uncoo rative 


attitude toward her 


en honorably discharged. 
of age she married the man 
£2) Bee. rhiey, are now. livia 


baby mother is 


io i TR 
meddiesome,. 


20verpre tation: ahi 


eee te ae ee te ae ce 


daughter conflict. the mot 


Crk ti cat > 


children, Severa] 


ressed_ the 


were far oui ft r ortion 
Eo head vie real: 4 en 
School offered her no sati 


and wa 


truant 


ey 
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ed t ace the mother’ 
& 1loOUne t ne pian arr 
reli h e became 
‘Ee ¥ ) a § u ao Vi S e wo) ne 
Gio -b m her's gu ivr 
the ffice Su a 
as a extension her 
| 
therwise, s cou AVE 
seven months after coming 
as always ii rested if 
i 
jlth her mother and nave 


Stiil quarre igom 


$9 1S & case or mother = 
her was sucha s LGLows« 
n she anita lized her 


8 8) e j the nei : borhoc ad 
the mother's comviaints 
her da r's miscond t. 


ifactions. She di na i.e 
8s she cou be. Her home 
she had t eave, Ber 


mother objected to 


GHhe house and as kK. waa 
secretly. 
She reseuted the 


her having 


en 
Oo 


the young man come to 


Pf 


ted to see him sche did it 
strict supervision of parole 


because she considered it in the same light she dia 
her mother's foreeful control. This transference was 
@ looked-for sequeuce because the girl was already 
chafing under the uausual attitude of her mother aad 
would gaturally view aay outside restraint as a Lurtner 


lmposition. 


Guardiaaship at 


transferred 


Sixteen years 


270m che Division, of Gaitid 
of age for running away. 


She was the third of four children. Her parents 
were dijvoreed. i Hem father was eruel and abusive. Her 
mother's reputation was good but she worked out of the 
home and could not give her children the proper care 
and, supervision, 

As @ State ward L. had lived in two foster homes. 
The second foster mother had hit the girl with a shovel 
and banged her head against a faucet. L. went to school 
aud did not return home. She stayed over-night with 
a girl friend, then stayed four days at the home of her 
foster grandmother;:, she returned of ner own accord. g9He 
denied stealing and immorality but & stretched hymen 


Showed evidence of some 


luge 


tamper 


Le remained in the School one year and seven 
montas. 

Superintendent's report: Course completed, no 
iuterfereuce. wWormal mentality. "Giri nas been good 
ion the School. She is lady-like and well-mannered. 

A good worker and capable. wot always dependapdle ia 
little’ things. A good cook. Helpful. A,» good thinker 
and good in academic work as well." 

Matrou's reports; completed and did well in all 
sub jects given in the house, Strong points of charac- 
ter, good natured, does now shirk duties, wood tempered 
Clean about person, improved in interest in care of 
room. - Not low-minded. A leader who was little in- 
flusneedgiby others. (frond. of reading. “Has a very 
so0d mind and is much more capable than many are about 
their: works" 

Prined pali‘sas repo rts She has shown much in- 
pravement)in comduet< "is occasionally silly and lack- 
ing in concentration and stability but otherwise gives 
1atGleéy trouble when under supervision ag ia &@ school- 
room. Interested in school work and has received good 
ranks 10 the various subjects. Promoted to znd year 
of the high school. 

Sne was paroled to a wage home where she did 


‘ , ~ es | 


no" get on well with her employer. In the next home 


where she was placed she remained three years except 


v 


tn 
© 


Six mouths when the foster family went abroad, fn 
the home where she substituted for these six months 
she was equally successful and well liked. She dia 
exceptionally well ia the environment in which she was 
placed. She was trustworthy and reliable, and was 
devoted to her employer and the employer's cnildren. 

She gave her visitor no trouble and always conducted 
herself in a2 very normal way. She was extremely loyal 
to all with whom she came into contact. 

in recommending an Honorable Discharge her 
Visitor wrote, "this is one of the finest colored girls 
Visitor bas had the pleasure af caring for and feel she 
Should make a4 very successful member of the community.* 

idterpretatiou; uu. came from &@ broken home where 
she had missed the normal, happy relationship of two 
parents. she was growling up without the constant care 
and supervision she needed, When she was placed in a 
foster home, life became more difficult because of the 
cruelty of the foster mother. She ran away to escape 
this treatment. 

Sinee her delinquency resulted more from social 
than personal causes, a positive, encouréging environ- 
ment helped greatly in her adjustment to community life. 
When she was given a chance to develop iu a pleasant 


home where she was treated kindly and appreciated as a 


person, her mtural desires and wishes were satisfied. 


There was mo need for sesking an escape that mi; 


t ght lead 
to delinguent behavior. AS her employment and contacts 
proved successful and brought happiness, her habits of 


good conduct were crystallized. 


Ms Was COmmLttced, at,.tha,.age,.of; thirteen years 
and three montas on a Stubborn Child charge. Her tathen 
and mother; were bora in Jamaica. .Her mother died when 
‘the Zirh «wads, three.years, old. fhe father married again. 
The father was rather shittless and unable to hold a 


nostapeon tong. His reputation was fair. The step- 
mother was much younger than the father. She did not 
give hasechildren sufficient food and clothing and 
locked them out at night. She did not want to have 
anything to do with the step-children. &. was the 
Second of six children - the last two half-sibliags. 
Older brother was in Lyman; younger sister and brother 
living with maternal grandmother; half-brother living 
With father and step-mot her, The maternal grandmother 
had care of the children since mother's death. 

lis WAS ln Oth grade. hepeated oth xzrade - 
failed of) promotion because of lack of attention and 
application. Girl, bad nad»very little supervision 
Waile in father's home and was neglected by mr step- 


mother. In her graudmother's home sae nad her owu way 


and did not get the constant care that a girl of her 


age required. 


M. had lived for a while in the home of a family 


disobedient and trouble- 


oi) 


friend, had played truant, wa 
some, he father failed to pay her board regularly. 
A boarder in the step-mother's home had forced his 
way into her room and had relations Witno her once, 

4 


Phrough the negleet of this girl, she was fast becoming 


a problem and it was thought advisable to send her to 


the Industrial*Sehool: for training and supervision. 

She remained in the School one year and seven 
months, 

Superintendent's report: Course completed, no 
interterenea s), i) Dull) normal tntelligence.s o%M. ise hy 
nature &@ bright, capable girl but is not dependable and 
is not always neat about her work. Did very well in 
Ghetkitehenvreis asvery Zood laundresss (Ms iss toa 
self-centered. Will need careful supervision and firm- 
ness." 

Matron's report; Strong points of character - 
good disposition and faithful. VWieak points - easily 
influenced; does not take responsibility. Good tempered 
Does not lie or steal. Improved in cleanliness. Is 
a follower. Is frank. Personal resources - sewing and 
music. keligiously inclined. "Is naturally slack but 
tries very hard to overcome it. Ils agreeable, kind and 


well meaning," 
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Primelpalis «report: “6th: .grade. Conduct in 
classes; She is not causing disciplinary trouble at 
the present time, but is accomplishing nothing because 
she will not exert herself to make an effort to learn, 
and wilh not, apply herself. She has been an unde- 
Sa ey bil ey, eed FD. She has beeu uureliable, disobedient and 
gig.: She will not, admit herselt in. the wrong unless 
forced to do so. She has a very exasperating way of 
smiling when being corrected. She does well only when 
She knows she must and when she is under close super- 
Vision. Her. school work is unsatisfactory. 

She was paroled to a wage home where she seemed 
happy. ohe took corrections well and trisd to learn 
all she could. She lived in a country place where she 
could have a garden, study birds, and do other things 
of that. mature. Her employer took much interest in 
her. the standards of this home were very high. M. 
had) to. be checked wp on her work @s she was inclined 
To be slack and untruthful. About two years later she 
accused her employer's husband of treating her impro- 
perly.* Lhe employer emphatically denied this, said 
that i. had been stealing, untruthful, slack in her 
work aod refused to keep her any longer. MM. was placed 
in another home where ner work was very slack, and 


where she stole food and petty articles such as lip- 


sitieks, ete. Stayed only about two months in this 
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place. Was placed again after solemuly promising to 
stop stealing. She seemed to do better in the country 
PHhansinfthe city. Three months later she stole five 
dollars in money and a watch from this employer. Local 
and state police called in but M. emphatically denied 
taking the things. Later, in the office, she admitted 
the theft, but said that she tnrew both tne money and 
the wateh ina field. A week later, she ran from the 
place. She was picked up by the polica and taken to a 


detention home where she stole a pin and ran away with 


Cd 


another girl. She was picked up by a Traveler's Aid 
Social Worker. Then she told a story of having come 
from New York, ,and asked to be given fara to Kverett. 
She was returned to the Industrial School for discipline, 
Five months later she was placed in another 
wage home. She seemed happy and worked well the first 
few months. Later ner employer reported that she was 
slow in her work, sulky when corrected, and untruthful. 
Ms stole a pair of silk stockings. She bought cigarettes 
and low-grade magazines. Improved, however, and apolo- 
gized for her conduct and disposition. Six months after 
going to this place she had to have an emergency opera- 
tion for appendicitis. Her employer took her to her 
home for convalescent care. Her employer's husband had 


work in Texas and the family wanted her to go with them 


when they went to Yexas to live. this was postponed, 


however, and M. was placed with her grandmother to visit 
Until another place could be’ found for her. She was 
placed for a month in a home where she did very well, 
but her employer could not keep her @s she was moving 
fovanotheaRrcity adid'*had no 'room for her. \ Mi. was 
returned to her grandmother and allowed to seek daj 
work. AS mone could be found she was placed in another 
wage home where shes was very responsible, reliable, and 
belpiud. . Han) gran dmotuexy became ill ‘and M. took the 
respoeusibility of. the family Lora while. She proved 
to be a good nurse for her grandmother, she also paid 
for  the;medicine and the doctor from her earnings. 

Then she returned to her employer and went away for a 
Summer trip which included visits to many places in 

New England. However, toward the and of the summer she 
grew restless and lonesome, neglected her work, and 
complained that the work was too hard. She was also 
untruthful. Left this place and returned to her grand- 
mother who was ill again. She nursed her grandmother 
well. She then found a job for herself which she kept 
fora while. Eventually she left to go to Philadelphia 
with a boy whom she met and who wanted to marry her. 
M. had told employer that she thought she was pregnant. 
In the meantime, Mi's family was having a hard time. 


there was no one working, mo food or fuel, and the grand- 


mother was ill again. Her tamily had refused to accept 
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aid.) M. had been working for a former employer who had 
not been able to pay her. 50, she got another job 
but was so worried about the condition of her family 
that she was absent-minded about her work. Sue kept 
this job about two months until she was definitely 
found to have gonorrhea. Pregnancy was doubtful. she 
was returned to the Industrial School. Her whole 
family was distressed when they learned M's condition, 
She still wanted to marry the boy who, it was learned, 
lived in Boston and had lied about living in Philadel- 
phia. He was working on a boat and was in port about 
every ten days. 

Six months later WM. was p@roled to another wage 
home. ,The employer began drinking excessively, did 
much entertaining, and M. was compelled to cook and 
serve guests as late as three in the morning. After 
five moaths, conditions in the house were so bad 
that M. was removed. Wd. lost interest in boy and found 
another place for herself. at all times she was cone- 
cerded about the welfare and conduct of her brothers 
and sister. Seven months later hi. became of age. She 
was working well in a family of three adults where she 
had full charge of the housekeeping. She still helped 
her own family. All the money due her by former en- 


ployers was finally collected and aided her in getting 


settled after becoming of age. the amount was a sub- 


stantial sum. 

Interpretation: A neglected child wao was un- 
wanted and disliked by her step-mother. Her father, 

a shiftless, rather negative mu, was not strong enough 
to insist that his wife treat his children kindly. 

Her feeling of being not wanted increased when her 
father failed to pay her board in the home where she 
lived. she must have seased her homelessness, but her 
techniques for securing affection and security were 
inadequate. she received a shock when the man ia her 
step-mother's home forced his attentions on her. 

In her grandmother's home she had too much 
freedom and chance to do as she pleased. Her grand- 
mother, although she loved her, did not know what the 
girl really needed. She tried to compensate for the 
step-mother's treatment by letting Mi. have her way in 
everything. 

she had difficulty in adjusting herself to the 
regulations of the School. This was only natural after 
a long period of freedom from restraint. Then, too, 
Sone was the type of person who hated correction and 
did not like to admit a fault. 

Her stealing of food seems to indicate she 
didn't get enough to eat. It is hard to decide whether 


the liad in the home where she was placed molested her 


or whether she was untruthful. It is quite possible, 


however, that her work was inefficient becauss sans aid 
not like it. Her limited wages may nave been the cause 
of some of her thefts. She wanted things which her 
.wages would mot purchase. She threw away the watch 
and the money and denied taking them because she was 
afraid of the consequences of admission of guilt. 
She ran away from the place because she could not face 
the shame of her act, or the possible hostility of her 
employer. 

AS she grew older, however, we notice a growing 
sense of responsibility for herself and her family. 
Her parole was a2 saries of ups and downs. Although 
she did not get an Honorable Discharge, one senses a 
growth of steadiness and strength of character as She 


passed from adolescence to womanhood. 


ie WaS committed at the age of lo years on a 
Stubbora Child charge. She Ltd hea immoral with two 
boys and stayed out all aight. 

N.. was the second of five children of parents 
born in Barbadoes,. She and the family were regular 
church attendants; she was an active member of a church 
@lub. ‘the parents had a good reputation and were 
financially secure. 


N. was in tne eighth grade having repeated the 


first and sixth grades, The school reported tnat she 
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was “rather indifferent, more interested in outside 
Biel ses Athan! sin ischool. Failed because of inattention 
and) lack of interest”, 


She had been taken to the Psychopathic Hospital 
because of her disobedience, truancy, stealing, and 
general misconduct. fhe Hospital reported her "not 
insane but neurastnenic", 

phe remained in school.one year and six months. 

Superintendent's report: Course completed, no 
rneeriernencee. . Dull: normal intelligence. "hie Wakdldo do 
muech batter away from tne other girls. Has a variable 
disposition;, is moody. ,Cares for little, except school 
work; quite musical. iieeds supervisioa and much 
bracing." 

Matron's report: Very capable with hands. Does 
Much brooding, has a strong imagination. Does not like 
hard work. Not always good tempered. Yakes some 
see poMsibakivmay .) ds) vary emotional, dwes, and giteals. 
ie weir cllean. Secretive. nesources are reading, 
Studying, music, aad sewing. 

Principal's report: Conduct in elasses unusually 
good, easy-going, inclined to be irresponsible, shows 
a lazy, indifferent attitude in some classes anda 
better spirit in others. "Needs much encouragement and 


Ssupervisiion id: she: is. to do well." 


N. was first paroled to the house of her aunt 
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because her mother was away working. After @ month 
she was allowed to go home to attend school. Her con- 
duct was, good at first. She. became very hysterical at 
times, ‘here was friction between her and ner parents 
because of her associates. soon i. bexyan staying out 
late. Her school work was poor. She said sae was un- 
happy at home because her mother 'grumbled’ so much. 
Her mother was uncooperative and could not understand 
why she should supervise M's movements so closely. Her 
misconduet continued. She was returned to the School 
after eight months. 

She was paroled after eight months to a wage 
home. Although she suffered severe menstrual cramps 
and was in bed several days every month, she did well 
for a woile. She then became discontented; she com- 
plained that the work was too hard, that the children 
were unmanageable, that they kicked and spat upon her. 
she threatened the children with a bread knife and had 
hysterical outbursts. yhe began taking large amounts 
of aSpirin. she began stealing jewelry from her employ- 
@r and made repeated requests to go home. 

seven montas aiter this parole she was alilowed to 
go home where she found her owa work and did well. 
However she was soon found to be pregnant. Her father 


waS very bitter; her mother was stoical and said that 


N. was destined for an evil life because she was 


prenatally "marked", fhe parents refused to accept 
the responsibility for her confinement. her father's 
wages had been cut and he was losing his home. She 
was sent to the State Luofirmary for confinement. 

A2eGr Chen births6faéne childststili born) 
She was returned to the School for care. Laree montas 


later she was allowed to return home. She found her 


OWM work and became pregnant a second time. iN& Same 
man, a married maa With two children, was responsible. 


At for the first pregnaney ane na a. prom ised to ret a 
divorce and marry her. 
one was seut again to the State infirmary and 


While there became of age aud was transfered to the 


aqdult Poor Divisioa. 


iatverpretation: LHiS girl was mentally ill 
trom tae be glinuline. Her lustability was increased whea 


She could not live up to the strict rules of her family. 
Her parents did aot understand her trouble and resorted 
to force which was not effective. 

yhe was not only mentally ill but sne was men- 
tally deficient and could not adjust herself to life 
outside of the School. phe was high-strung, easily 
upset, and absolutely without emotional coatrol. ie) 
make matters worse she was placed in a home where the 


Children anuoyed her greatly. phe was constantly ina 


conflict with her family. 


She accepted the physical and emotional satis- 
faction offered har by sexual experience. a girl of 
such mental coadition and personality weaknesses should 
have had the protective care of institutional life. 

She was both morally and mentally unable to make a 
good adjustment to the conventional requirements of 
Community life. To make her position even more pre- 
carious she did not have the sympathetic, sustaining 


protection of a congenial family relationship. 


O. was committed to the Industrial School at 
the age of 14 years on a charge of Larceny. O. was the 


Second of six’ children. . Her.parents were: separated. 


Her father, a former Lyman School boy who had married 


at the age of nineteen, was shiftless and irresponsible, 


having deserted his wife and children soon after the 
Birthoot ithe sixth, chiad. The mother was immoral, had 
congenital syphilis, and was reputed to be of weak 
character, poor standards, aud @ poor discipiinarian. 

One year before O's commitment all of tue 
Children were taken by the Division of Child Guardian- 
Ship except the oldest boy who was in the Lyman School 
and the youngest who was allowed to remain with the 
mother. The mother was receiving aid and her home was 
in an unspeakable condition. 


O. was placed’ ina foster home by the Division 
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her. During the next month $56.00 was missing Irom a 
desk drawer in the employer's room which O. insisted 
She did not) taket)) As no solution could be reached, 
the police were asked to investigate. The employer 
was unwilling to take out &@ warrant until several 
months later when both the employer and O. were at the 
office and after much questioning 0. at last admitted 
she ‘thett. When further questioned, she still denied 
having’ taken the money, wateh, and other articles from 
her former’ employer. She: agreed to work for: the em- 
PLoOver Tol replace the Stolen’ money. 0. was repentent 
and. said that. she was anxious to go to work but still 
Ver sasisnilje refused tovbegim work... She failed. to 
reply to.a telegram which was sent to her asking her to 
explain why she was not working. a visit was made to 
her home. he mother and daughter both denied having 
received the telegram. A check with the telegraph 
company disclosed the time of delivery and the uname of 
the person who received the telegram. Both, stid.denie 
having received the telegram. A few days later 0O."\was 
returued to the Industrial School for discipline. 

Three months later she ran away from the school 
with another girl (4). Many reports came into the 
offices of her having been seen at her mother's house 
and of her having work $s one whe re near her nother. 


Whenever the home was visited, the mother hysterically 
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besought the visitor not to disturb her father who was 
dying. She insisted that 0. had not been there since 
her escape from the school. She later in the interview 
admitted that O. had come at intervals but stayed onl 
a few minutes and refused to give an address. The 
mother asked that 0. be allowed to stay at home and nelp 
with the @are af the grandfather if she were found. 
She asked that the police aot be seut to tne house 
because of his illness. artter three months, when taere 
wag 00 further word from the mother, the home was again 
Visited with an officer. fhe mother was hysterical, 
abiviirnst denying, then admitting that 0. was visiting 
the home. Relatives were visited and their homes were 
searched. Repeated visits were made to the mother to 
no avails O., when seen by anyone on the street and 
questioned about her address, would say, "Would'nt you 
like to kaow"? 

ine girl with whom she had escaped from the 
8Chool had, in the meanwhile, been sent to the Women's 
Reformatory. It was thought that 0. might come into 
the office of her own accord from fear of the same fate 
but she did not. 

One day, her older brother came into the office 
aud reported that O. frequently visited his home and 


was living with an aunt who was concealing her. He 


Said that he thought that it would be better for 0. to 


be returned to the School than to live if such aaiugerous 
circumstances. The next day O. was found at her brothatg 
home. She came very quietly to the otiice. she said 
she had been working and saving money. This was fouad 
to be untrue. She had been stealing money from home. 
She was again returned to the School. 

One year and five months later she was paroled 
azain home. Her grandfather had died. Her mother pro- 
mised to repay the money 0. had stolen, though debts 
prevented her from doing this for some time. She paid 
a gmall amount occasionally. O. became more reliable. 
Several months later, when 0. became of age, the police 
were asked to see that O. and her mother paid the debt 
Bp atulas 

Interpretation; O's father, a shiftless, 
respousible maa had found the burden of a@ wife and a 
family of six children more than he could stand aad had 
run away, irom the ditticulty.. Her mother found the 
task of supporting and keeping the family together too 
Much »ier.her toihandle, Her character was already weak 
and this increased strain taxed her resistance to the 
limit. @The.older boy had got beyond her control and 
the younger ones were fast becoming unmanageable. 

O. tried to alleviate the deaprivations, in her 


family by stealing. MYhe foster mother was unsympathe- 


MAG and ioffexed tha girl novhelp. *‘Possibiy, if sha had 


8a 


been handled differently with some thought having beer 
Biven to her background, and the reasons for her steal- 
ing, she would not have been sent away. 

ashe did no stealing in the School, but after 
living on parole a while, she succumbed to the tempta- 
tion. Her attitude while in the School showed her 
resentment and instability. she was unreliable and 
rude when corrected. ‘Yhis attitude was maintained 
while on parole. She made no genuine attempt to con- 
quer her stealing, and, when confronted with the fact, 
lied as most thieves do to cover up their wrongdoings. 
eines she kept asking to go home, it was decided that 
She be given a chance at home with her motaner; there 
was @ chance that her anti-social behavior was a mani- 
festation of an unhappiness and sense of frustration 
in the wage home. When she had returned home and still 
Showed signs of restlessness and indecision, it was 
deemed best to give her another job so that she could 
be kept busy part of the time. Her refusals to work 
and her opposition to her mother gave her sufficient 
response so that she continued this anti-social be- 
havior as long as the office allowed it. She was made 
to take another job and immediately began to steal 
again. One wonders if it were really a desire for 
money, & compelling need to steal, or a revenge method. 


ihe more coercion was used by the office, the 


more she resisted authority. Her mother proved herself 


Go be as uncooperative and as much a falsifier as the 


O's brother seemed to have beea tne only member 
of the family who was interested enough in her to want 
her conduct and attitude improved. When she was paroled 
from the school the last time she showed evidences of 
@ beginning reliability. After years of revolt there 
may still remain the possibility of a personal reorgani- 
zation. 

P. was committed to the Industrial School, aft 
mea vase of thirteen, ,yoarg, on a Stubborn Ghild charge. 


She was the fifth of seven children, two of which 


were dead. The parents had been sepé&rated about ten 
yoaLs and the Lagaer was taking care of the chilaren 


as best he could. He had @ good reputation but was 
bitter about life and women because of the way his wife 
nad treated him. 

Yhe mother was jliving out ot the state aud showed 
Carty tibenle concern for the. children. phe nad a poor 
reputation. 

Two of P's older brothers were under suspended 
sentences to the Lyman School. The Division of Ghild 


rar SLSter under thelr super- 


ran 


Guardianship had her youn 
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she feels so inclined, it depends on which side of her 
nature is aroused. Sne Likes school, tries vary hard, 
and works steadily and well. xkeceived good marks." 
She was placed in a wage nome. one met a maid 
in a near-by family who upset her by telling her that 
she Should eara more money. her employer thought tnat 
she was meeting young men at this place. Pr. denied 
this. She remained in this place for eight months 
and then ran away leaving there the address of a young 
man in another town. The next week she was found 


working in still another town earning twelve doilars 
a week, She was placed again where she did well for 
four months. Then she was allowed to go to xnhode 
Island, to her mother, as her father had died. Her 
mother soon reported that P. wanted to run the streets 
all of the time and would not work. Matters got so 
bad that her mother had her arrested. She had knocked 
her mother down and was immoral with several men known 
to the police. 

peveral months later she ran away aud was aot 
heard of for four months at wnich time she was found 
in a city in Wassachusetts. She was placed in the 
House of the Good Snephard until she could be brought 
to Boston where she was placed in a boarding home. At 


both places she tried to get away and was most unruly. 


At this time she was. sent to the Psychopathic Hospital 
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for observation. The diagnosis disclosed that she was 
without psychosis, had a conduct disorder, and was not 
insane. 

She was placed again and nine days later ran 
away taking twenty dollars with her. 

Three years later she became of age and was still 
unlocated. 

After three years more had passed P's younger 
Sister reported that P. was married and was living in 
New Jersey. 

ilnoterpretation: This girl grew up without the 
Buidanes and care of a mother. Her father did all he 
could to keep his family together and give them the best 
care he could but he was completely baffled by the 
proplam of his uwnhdiseiplined daughter. His efforts 
at control were more than lisely severe forms of punish- 
ment that served to produce the very reactions that he 
was trying to check. There is @ possibility, too, that 
his bitterness toward life and women affected his 
Children unfavorably. 

The unfortunate situation in this household 
precluded any establishment of loyaltiés; correct 
notions of conduct, or a knowledge of personal rights 
and obligations. Her rejaction of any outside advice 
was just an extension of the attitude toward her father. 


If she did not accept his counsel and control, why, 
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indeed, should she accept that from anyone else? 

While on parole she ran away to escape the irk- 
Some supervision and to get a job for herself where she 
eould earn more money. she had been upset by the talk 
of her acquaintance and was dissatisfied with the money 
she was making. 

When she was allowed to go to her mother she 
Sepit did int~find. the satisfactions she sought and 
turned to bad companions and sex alliances for the 
pleasure and excitement that were not torthcoming in 
ecoauventional conduct. 

Her frequent run-aways, though the precipitating 
Causes are not given in the history, might be the 
result of her years of resistance to authority and her 
inability to live under the regulations of parole. 
whe was determined to live as she thought best and not 


by the rules of parole. 


2. Sister of P. was transfered from the Division 
of Child Guardianship at the age of twelve years and 
seven months. 

she was the youngest of five children two of 
Which were dead. user father was dead at the time she 
was committed. fhe mother was living in another state 
(se@ previous case for home conditions). 
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A mental diagnosis showed she was dull normal 
and of an unelassified behavior disorder. 

R. remained in the school 4 years. 

Superintendent's report: Course completed 
although interfered with somewhat by conduct and men- 
tadity. Subnormal mentality. "Re has sane ability 


but is not always neat. she takes correction fairly 


well. ohe do@s roughi work best. Will need direction, 
kindness, and firmaess." 

WMatron's re port: WOAK poliats OL Character: 
unrediabie:, a Zy 5 noe wakes no responsibility, ilies to 
eo rad of blame, but do@s not steal. Good tempered. 
Not clean about person, work, or room, and is low-minded 
1 We, dike Ley a MtoLtowen, very mueh intluenced by others. 
Inclined to be secrefative. "R. has improved since she 
Game to the School: sghe can work very nicely but does 
not care to apply herself", 

PouneLpa. saraport:  Conduet faim, 'R.: is a 
Very VeEnoOra we br. 9he is disagreeable when corrected 
and Wald nos work unieass. fdrced to do so.” 

Re. was placed in @ wage home where she did very 
well except that she was very untidy and at times 
saucy and impudent. She remained a year then because 
of her impudence and ugly disposition had to be removed. 

In the next home she only stayed a week because 


She was so childish and caused so much trouble the 


employer refused to keep her. Sine was returned to the 
School for treatment for impetigo. 

After two months she was placed again, but had 
to be removed almost imuediately because of her noise 
and untidiness. In her next place she remained 18 
months and did rather well although she was still un- 
tidy aud of an wely disposition. During this time the 
employer died and R. took over the responsibility of 
keeping house for the daughter and fatner. 

In the next home in which sne was placed she 
did not get on well with the employer and remained 
only 3 months. She was then allowed to live with her 
aunt; two months later the aunt died. She sought her 
Own work and had several jobs which she kept only a 
Short time. 

Shs finally found a place sha liked very well, 
Foe0k Tull responsibility and did her work well. . She 
was growing much neater. During this time, however, 
She became pregnant by the unele meutioned at the 
beginning of the case. After a still-birth she was 
placed again several times where the success varied. 
She became pregnant again and was taken to the State 
Infirmary where she came of ages She was transfered 
%O “the Division’ of Aid and Relief. While at the 
Infirmary x-rays were made and the pictures showed an 


Old fracture indicating a trauma to the skull at some 
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time in the past. It was never checked up with i. 
She was diagnosed as being a Psychopathic Personality. 

iuterpretation: Almost nothing is known about 
thas giri’s home Life. She lacked the care of a mother 
and father and was put into a strange situation at an 
early age. Certainly her sleeping arrangements were 
bad. Her delinquencies seem to have begun soon after 
her removal from her own home, Phere is a question 
whether or not thera was a skull injury and if so there 
is the further question whether it contributed in any 
way to her delinquencies. Lt seems safe to assume that 
the headaches aud convlusive twiches were associated 
With an injury. On the other hand the twiches may have 
been the result of some unconscious readion and without 
physical basis. Her lying may have been defensive and 
[rem 26Qr or it may have been tha result of lack of 
training. Both the lying and stealing are indicative 
of some need. It must be remembered, too, that R. 
was considered mantally deficient. Her disposition, 
untidiness, and instability are evidences of poor mental 
equipment. Strangely enough she did well in some cases 
where she was allowed to assume responsibility. 

The whole history of her parole is a record of 
attempts to find a home that would help her develop 


an ordered life. Kvidently these homes did not offer 


the treatment, help, and encouragement that she needed. 
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Nor was she personally fortified to meet the problems 
as they arose. 

Se was committed at the age of lo years & months 
on @ charge of Stubboruness,. 

She was the bth of 7 Goildren, one of wWnom was 
dead. Her mother had died when &. was 8 years old; 
She had a good reputation but was a poor disciplinar- 
tam. Her’ father had a good reputation. He formerly 
worked at night but gave up the work to be home with 
his children in the avenings. He was rather slow and 
easy going by nature and indulged the children. He 
wanted to help them but was not sufficiently strict 


with them or himself 


was being treated for 


The home was in 


poorly furnished. 


S. had been out of 


When in the 8th grade of the 


she 


to command their 


disrepair, 


school a yes 


re Spect. He 


Syphilis. 


dirty, cluttered, and 
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Vocational Department. 


had repeated the 4th grade because of absence and 
cCoasequent poor work. she stayed home from school 
whenever she felt like it and was finally dismissed to 
obtain &@ position. She had worked in five places. 
she was immoral with several boys. ohe had 
deceived her father into thinking she was working; she 
would leave home every day saying she was going to work. 
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At the end of the week she gave her father money she 
claimed to have earned. It was later discovered she 
had borrowed the money from friends of ner father. 
When confronted with this fact she ran away from home. 
After being found she was committed to the Industrial 
school. 

a. —sematned 10 the Sehool Lox year 9 months. 

Superintendent's report: Course completed, 
interfered with by conduct. Normal mentality. Thin 
upper grade girl who has never done as well as she 
Gould. is capabla in all lines of our training. 
Intelligent enough to make good if she’ will make the 


gttart to he dependable." 


Matroa's report: 


weak poliat or 


Gharacter, not 


rattabie. Look no responsibility. Good tempered. 
Lies about work and to get rid of blame. Does not 
Steal. Fairly clean, not low-minded. Leader, not at 


alt influenced by others. 


secretative. 


Needs Super- 


Vision. bikes to sing. 1s. we effirelent but does not 
Bpply barself®. She ean do vary good work". 
Prancipal's report: "Good under supervision-- 
does not like to exert herself but has a wonderful 
faculty of getting work out of others. One of her 
greatest faults is her inelination to talk too much, 
forcing attention upon herself by so doing. She loves 
flattery and praise, but cannot stand much." Work in 
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classes variable. 

S. was paroled to a wage home where she did good 
work but was slow and untidy. She soon showed much 
improvement. She was instrumental in checking up on 
another parole girl who was working next door to her. 

Her employer took her away for a vacation and when she 
returned her work was ilesss efficiently done; she was 
impudent and after 9 mouths was removed. 

In the next home she did well, took University 
Extention courses and was well liked. after a year, 
however, she became so rude and impudent she had to be 
removed. YThe employer's children were following 5's 
example. 

Her next placement was unsuitable from the first; 
she was unhappy and the employer accused her of stealing. 

S. was then allowed to live with a married aunt 
and seek her own employment; she was to pay her own 
board. .After one month the aunt reported that S. had 
failed to pay her board and had been sta 


ying out late 


e 


at night. Yhe following month 
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he ran away. 

A year later the Social worker at the City Hos- 
pital telephoned to say that 5s. had given birth to an 
illegitimate child. She had a serious case of gonorrhea, 
The baby was sent to the tye and war Lnfirmary for 
treatment and 5. was sent to the state Infirmary for 


treatment. The baby was later seat there, too, and 3. 


3g 


became of aga while there, 

Iuterpretation; This girl grew up with no 
training, with no patterns for social behavior, For 
most of her life she had done practically as she pleased 
and was intelligent enough to devise plausable excuses 
and alibis. She lacked the will power necessary to 
choose the way of acceptable conduct and seemed satis- 
fied with herself as she was. Her reactionsto the 
school show her indifference and reluctance to do her 
best. 

While on parole she did well as long as she was 
$O disposed then became rude and impudent. She ssems 
to have been the kind of person who becomes too familiar 
aiter a period of closs association. 

she was opposed to authority and ran away when- 
aver she thought it would be exerted. There was an 
@ntire lack of moral sensa; she indulged in sex rela- 
tionships with an utter disregard of the consequences. 
The experiences were pleasing to her and she tanought 
nothing of the conventional attitude toward such acts. 

Although she was meatally able to choosa other 
than delinquent behavior her background and lack of 


training nullified any desire to do so. 


f. was committed to the Industrial School at 


the age of 14 years on a charge of Larceny and Runaway. 
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Matronu's Lepore: HO power Of Sseilzt—-control. 


ytrong points, capable and willing. baQ Loatiuence over 


Others; lies, steals. CGlean about person but not about 
room. Parsonal resources, reading, making clothes, 
Taney work. "Is a natural crook but has tried to over- 
power it. Having so little will power, she has made 
LiGelLesor no prograsd. Unaware of her misfortune." 

7. was paroled to a wage home and was tried in 
tires places. in all she was untruthful, inefficient. 
There was no wrong doing until about a year later. 
sae was returned to the School for discipline. fhis 
time she remained for ll months. She was tried in 
another wage home. 

She ran from this home and was a runaway 16 
months later when she became of age. Later she came 
into the office and claimed to have been working in 
New Kochelle, WN. Y. while she was a runaway. she was 
last reported living with her mother. 


Lloterpre tati 


On: this girl was lacking in 
intellectual ability and emotional stability. she was 
easily led. there was something within herself and her 
environment that compeled her to steal and run away. 
She may have run away from fear of the consequences 
of her stealing. yhe may have run away because of her 
step-father's actions. 

It was thought that a home where the standards 


of efficiency were not so high and where the employer 


9ses would be best for her, 


was able to overlook her ila) 


LO1 


je 
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The homes were chosen with these needs in mind but the 
placements proved unsuccessful. 

Her work was efficiently done under the routine 
of discipline of the School but when she worked under 
the less striet schedule of the homes she was ineffec- 
tual. There is no mention of stealing, but she was 
WOEtuchreal ia all of the places. 

1. was on parole less than 3 years and of this 
time she was a@ runaway 16 months. Little could be done 


os 


in the form of treatmeat. 


Of the twenty cases studied twelve girls lived 
in their own homes and eight: lived in foster homes. 
In three cases the parents were divorced; in three the 
parents were separated. In four cases one parent was 
dead and in one: both parents were dead. Six girls were 
illegitimate. two lived in their own homes with both 
parents. Three girls were on probation at thea time of 
their commitment to the Industrial School. Hight had 
been in the care of other agencies. These girls were 
the failures of parents or foster parents. Private 
organizations, public agencies, the courts and pro- 
bation had proven inadequate and unsuccessful in their 
remaking. 

Of these cases two were classified as High Grade 
moron, One as Border line, eleven as Dull Normal and 


Six as Normal. Three had been diagnosed as having 
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conduct and personality disorders and one ‘not insane 
but neurasthenic', 

One girl was committed on a Charge of breaking 
and Entering in the Day time, one for Disturbing the 
Peace, two for Larceny, two for Runaway, one for 
Writing an Obscene note, one for being a Delinquent 
Child, three for being a Lewd Wanton and Lascivious 
Person in Speech and Behavior, and nine for Stubborna- 
ness. In all except four cases the girls had been 
sexually delinquent. 

Five of the 


cPirls received Honorable Discharges, 


oD 
five were runaway at the time they came of age, three 
were transferedda to the Division of Aid and Relief, two 
Were sentenced to the Keformatory for Women, one married 
before coming of age; of the four who came of age one 
had been in jail and was on probation, one married 
later, and two were later reported as working. 

Three of the girls were allowed to return to 
Their own homes, one was paroled to a foster home, 
one was allowed to go out of the State to school, and 
fifteen were paroled to wage homes. 

D. was paroled home because it was thought that 
arter the discipline and training of the Industrial 
school she would be able to live within the limits of 


parole in her own home. Her erratic, unstable personal- 


ity indicated that placement in a wage home would be 


unsuccessful. However, because of her unmoral attitude 
toward life and emotional conflicts she was unable to 
resist the suggestions of men. The home did aot offer 
the necessary protection and encouragement; there was 
nothing in her or her environment to make for integra- 
tion. 

J's parole at home proved quite fortunate. her 
family wanted her back in the home; they were willing 
foede eyerythane to» help her find herself. Her work 


was pleasant and satisfying; she was willing and anxious 


@ 


GO contribute to the support of her family. Because 


of her personal resources and satisfying relationships 
She was able to follow the new direction her life had 
been given by the 

Although ii. was allowed to go home from the 
School she was unable to establish satistying rolation- 
Ships with her parents. They were critical, objected 
noongs Triends and did not give the propex supervision. 
She became hysterical and continued her misconduct, 
Because of her upset condition her school work was poor. 
The Superintendent, Principal, and Matron reported tha 
this girl would need supervision and encouragement if 
She wera to do well on parole. Her home offered 
neither of these and she had not the personal stability 
to succeed without them, 


He was paroled to a foster home where the foster 
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mether did uot haye the ability to control her. She got 
into difficulties continually and finally ran away to 
escape the restriction and supervision to which she 
objected so strenuously. She had a history of irre- 
Sponsibility and unreliability that she maintained 
throughout parole. 

ke. was allowed to go out of the State to attend 
sehool. It was her mother's plan for her aad the office 
accepts any feasable plan of the parents so far as it 
is wisely possible. she did fairly well both academi- 
catoy and in eonduet whike in sehool.- Unfortunately 
her father's death and her mother's disposition nulli- 
fied the test of this experiment. At least it may be 
assumed that she did not want to attend school at home 
because she only went a few weeks. Her parole at 
home would have been successful had it aot been for 
her mother's constant nagging. 

Bae G.y be p Out Sud Gi cware transferred from the 
Division of Child Guardianship; G. had been in the care 
of the Childrens Aid Association. these girls had no 
homes and had to be paroled to wage homes. There are 
Several reasons why wage homes are chosen for the girls. 
the first is the very practical one that the State 
cannot afford to pay the board of all the girls in its 
care. fhe other reasons have the girl more in mind. 


It is hoped that the girl will get an idea of wholesome, 


well organized family life by living with same well 
ehosen family. The wage home is supposed to give the 
Supervision, discipline and kindly interest that will 
help the girl in her adjustment to community life. 
Finally the domestic training begun in the School will 
be further developed in the wage home. 

Pe; 7be, and Q. made good: adjustments in their 
wage homes and received Honorable Discharges. P. had 
many personal difficulties to overcome, but when she 
found a center for her affections she grew more steady 
and dependable. At times she was irritable and dis- 
Saauseagd tn her place; sha objected to the supervision 
and eontrol of parole but as she grew older she altered 
these attitudes. She liked the place so well she re- 
mained after being released from parole. 

be did not get on well with her first employer 
but in the next place she remained taroughout her parole 


except for a period of six months during which time she 


did equally well as a substitute in another place. Sfghe 


was trustworthy, reliable and devoted to the family 
With which she lived. Her conduct was above reproach 
and her attitude toward parole good. 

Q. on the other hand did not make a good ad- 
Justment; she had a violent temper, an unpleasant dis- 
position and carelessly destroyed the property of the 


employers. These conditions made her placemeats 
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@ifiicult. She, too, objected to the restrictions of 
parole and ran away. as she grew older, nowever, she 
realized that parole offered her the assistance aad 
protection she needed. 

If Honorable Discharges are to be taken as the 
eriteria of success on parole then the girls who did 
not receive them were not benefited by placement in 
wage homes. Pheay were placad in these homes because 
their own family and home conditions were such that 
S@zrered no protection, discipline, or ineentive to the 
Sift on parole. 

I. was constantly seeking attention; she was 
reastiess and erratic in behavior. She was quarrelsome 
and did not fit into any home in which she was placed. 
Her attitude and disposition reacted unfavorably to 
her employers so that her placements were failures, 

4- did not make a good adjustment to the homes 
in which she was placed. She constantly lied about 
her misconduct and stole many things from her employers. 
She made no genuine attempt to conquer her stealing. 
Sinee she kept asking to go home, it was decided that 
She be given a chance at home with her mother; there 
was a chance that her anti-social behavior was a 
manifestation of an unhappiness and sense of frustra- 
tion in the wage homes. This move, however, had not 


the desired result. She continued to do as she pleased 
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and resisted all authority of the office. 

P. ran away from the wage home in which she was 
placed because she was led to believe she should be 
earnaing more money. ane gat a job Ler harselt- where 
She did earn almost twice as much more. Although she 
was an intelligent, capable worker she was never con- 
tent with the places secured for her by the office. 


Yao Bien erads moren), 


successful placement because she lacked 
ability and emotional stability. she 


nt, and easily led. 


places but they all proved unsuccessful 
Piehouch only five of the girls 
Honorable Discharges many:of the others 


devel opme at of aad personal 


was unable 


yoe Was 


CO make a 
intellectual 
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was untrutniul, 


tried in many 
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SNOW &@& 


gradual 


integration. 


M. has & paroles reeord of failures and renewed 
@iforts. She was a frequent runaway, constantly stole 
iroeclLeas and had to be returned to the School for 
discipline. Wevertheless, as she grew older she took 


responsibility not only in the homes where she worked 
but in her own home. She nursed her grandmother, 
managed the nouse and becams generally reliable and 
nheatpful, 

Be. 1S another girl who shows evidences of growth. 
&% times she was defiant and disrespectful and naeeded 


firm supervision. 


yhone was 


a runaway 


and had 


U 


) 


1 
i 
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grown up without any form of discipline and objected 
to that exerted by parole. She was an able, efficient 
girl who refused to apply herself. 

On the other hand, with those girls who were 
intellectually able to profit by the parole treatment 
the outstanding factor was their acceptance or parois. 


die WAS a lady-like, wall manoered Paw Weame) 


made the most of the treatment. Qhe was good natured 
ana did uot shirk her duties. noe was trustwortnay and 


reliable. She accepted the discipline and authority 


of the State and always conducted herself normally. 


Je was anothe 


La 


steady, reliable girl. yhe 
caused no concern to her mother or her visitor during 


parola. She was a good cheerful worker and 


i 
a 


her entire 
was well liked by the family for which she worked. 

She accepted parole as a means to satisfying relation- 
Ships rather than as an antagonizing element in her life 

These girls were willing to continue the struggle 
for self-education and achieved some measure of under- 
standing and appreciation. 

In other cases the girls were so confused men- 
tally and emotionally by their experiences that there 
was a vast difference between the resolution to do well 
and the accompli shue nut of that end. nome ot the girls 
did not feel motives strongly enough to transfer their 


COnyictions, if there were any, into right conduct. 
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A. was completely disorganized by her worry over 


her’ mother's illness, her-superstitions, and her un- 
fortunate placement. Yhere were malingering aad con- 
stant weeping. Her undernourished physical condition 
increased her feeling of dejection and frustration. 

B. had a painful, embarrassing mouth condition 
that had much to do with her restlessness and bad 
disposition while on parole. Her constant failures 
brought indifference, hopelessness and discouragement. 

D. was ina state of general mental unbalance. 
Her conversation was markedly erratic and her moods 
variable. She resented being considered colored and 
thought of herself as white. she detested her father 
and had no respect for her mother. Her sex delin 
cies were axcesSive. She had no strong religious con- 
nections. After the death of her baby she was almost 
compistely disorganized. 

whe deep-seated, painful conflicts and emotional 
experiences of these girls were depicted in excessively 
bad behavior. 

Family relationships have much to do with the 
course of the girl's parole. A. wanted to be with her 
family but they were not the type to give her wholesome 
relationships. Her sister had a bad reputation and 
encouraged questionable friendships for A. Her contacts 


With her family always proved upsetting. 


B. was excited by her mother who told her she 
Should be earning more money. When she was a runaway 
her mother was uncooperative; she knew where B. lived 
but would not notizfy the office. 

mnie family of G@. proved uncooperative also. 
they concealed her during her period of runaway and 
rezuged to Supervise her properly. Her mother did 
nothing to get 0. to abide by her parole. 

The attitude of these families encouraged their 
daughter's resistance to parole. whey were either in- 
d2fserens to or actually opposed to the parole resitric- 
tions. They did not see the necessity of helping their 
daughters develop dependability and self-control. the 
attitude and conduct of the girls accentuated that of 
the parents. 

There are some families in this group that 
Gogperated in the radireaection of their daughter's lives. 
Gs accidently met her paternal family in chureh. they 
had a decidedly good influence on her. ‘The relation- 
Ship was approved and encouraged by the visitor. GC. 
was given love and @ sense of belonging to a family 
at a time when she needed it most. For her own benefit 
they maintained the discipline and protection of the 
OLLiL.ees 

Jd. had @ very good relationship with her family. 


Her mother was cooperative, friendly, and appreciative 


of what the Industrial School and parole nad done for 
her daughter. Je became a wanted, accepted member of 
the family and willingly contributed to its support. 

Although the record of Q@. is a series of failures 
and successes there was a good relationship between her 
and her grandmother that served to steady &. somewhat. 
She nursed her grandmother during her illness and took 
full responsibility of the home at the time. sue was 
always concerned about the welfare of her younger 
brothers and sister. 

These families were anxious to help the visitors 
in the treatment of their daughters. ‘YThey knew love, 
kindness and encouragement were necessary to their 
daughters’ readjustment. They knew also that their 
SuperviSion and discipline had to be firm. 

Glearly not all delinquents are benefited by 
parole. in these cases the girls who failed on parole 
may be viewed from several angles. To be sure a 
limited intelligence would affect the girl's eueducte 
she would not be able to resist any degrading influe nee 
at the time exerted, nor would sne be able to realize 
the consequences of any misconduct. Another contri- 
buting factor toward failure of parole from the perso nal 
Standpoint was the deviating personality of the girl. 
When she was resentful, antagonistic, and absolutely 


Opposed to authority she stubbornly resisted all that 
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parole had to offer. And her personality needs caused 
her to seek the kind of environment that would further 
her delinquencies. On the other hand the failure may 
have been the result of imperfect understanding on the 
part of the visitor. Certainly all the causative 
factors in human behavior are not known or understood, 
and even when there is some vague understanding the 
techniques for treatment arse aot known. At times they 
are known but cannot be advisedly used in a public 
agency. 

Hailure in a wage home may have many contri- 
buting causes. #irst would be the girl's disposition 
ori tneiticiency. he employer is seldom willing to 
haip & girl when these conditions are preseat. In so 
Many otf the homes the girls are treated as servants 
tnvtne Lfamidy cirele. Her friendships must be formed 
ina different group seldom known to the employer. 
The character and intelligent sympathy of the parson 
to whom the girl is paroled is so important to her 
happiness and development. Most of the girls hate 
housework. Normal girls at this age hate the routine 
and confinement of this kind of work themselves to the 
schedule that is necessary to a well-run house-hold. 
Finally the wage scale is not comparable to that of an 
independent maid. Phis is certainly a reason for the 


J 


girls' trying to get additional money or pleasure, 
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Often they run away or refuse to work because they feel 
they should be getting more. Yhe visitor knows that 
ihe, girl is inexperienced and nesds the special care 

of the employer but the girl does not consider these 
points. 

Yhe twenty cases studied inteasively seem to be 
fairly typical of the cases handled by the Girls' 
Parole Branch of the Massachusetts raining Schools. 

In these cases most of tne girls came from broken homes 


And lacked a healthy 


=) 
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background and 


necessary training 


in moral and ethical relations. sex delinquency was 
a common misdemeanor. There was a generally low 
intelligence level. 

It if noticeable that all the girls were still 
in the adolescent period when they went on parole and 
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most of them grew more 


grew into womanhood. The re 
and the Matrons indicate aos 


cases but lack of understand 
and continued contacts with 


fluences 
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the problem is 


ima fairly good snyironmeant 


too far removed from that of 
the girl and her family affect 
Most of the personal 


steady 
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and dependable 


check the development. 


ports of the Superintendent 
uceessful paroles in mos 
ing in own or foster homes 
old environment and in- 

@ home of decent people 
and in @ social class not 


the girl. the attitude of 


parole materially. 
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